Primary aortoenteric fistula to jejunum: a case report.
Primary aortoenteric fistula (PAEF) is a well-known but rare cause of gastrointestinal bleeding. The diagnosis can be difficult since the majority of patients do not have classical symptoms. "Herald bleed" is usually followed by a massive hemorrhage. Endoscopy and radiographic studies can assist in diagnosis. We present the case of 56-year-old male with PAEF who presented with obscure gastrointestinal bleeding. Endoscopic studies were unremarkable. Computed tomography (CT) in this stable but symptomatic patient helped in establishing diagnosis of PAEF. Patient underwent laparotomy with aortobifemoral graft placement. A high index of suspicion, early diagnosis and prompt appropriate surgical intervention are crucial for survival of these patients.